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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 1012 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR ET SO 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN-SOMALI RELATIONS 

REF A. MOGADISCIO 839 
B. MOGADISCIO 992 

1. SUMMARY: ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR (AYALEW) TOLD ME THAT SOMALIS 
HAD MOVED BACK INTO SETTLEMENT IN ETHIOPIA WHICH THEY VACATED 
BEFORE SUMMIT (PARA 2, REF B) AND MATTER IS UNDER DISCUSSION 
BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. ON MORE GENERAL PLANE, AYALEW 
FEELS IT UNLIKELY SOMALIS WILL MOVE AGAINST ETHIOPIA DURING 
COMING YEAR UNLESS INTERNAL ETHIOPIAN SITUATION DISINTEGRATES. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. AYALEW SAID SOMALI POLICE HAD A FEW DAYS AGO RETURNED TO 
SETTLEMENT IN QUESTION. ACCORDING AYALEW, EMPEROR HAD, DURING 
HIS BILATERAL DISCUSSION WITH SIAD, AGREED THAT IT WAS NOT 
CORRECT "ON HUMAN GROUNDS" FOR ETHIOPIANS TO HAVE INSISTED 
THAT SOMALIS VACATE WITHIN A FEW HOURS A SETTLEMENT THEY HAD 
OCCUPIED FOR YEARS, EVEN THOUGH BOTH SIDES AGREED SETTLEMENT 
WAS SOME TWELVE KILOMETERS ON ETHIOPIAN SIDE OF BORDER. AYALEW 
FEELS SIAD'S SRC COLLEAGUES PRESSURED HIM TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
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OF THESE REMARKS TO REASSERT CONTROL OVER SETTLEMENT IN QUESTION. 
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3. AYAT.F.W PROTESTED SOMALI ACTION UNDER INSTRUCTIONS JUNE 25. 

ON JUNE 27 ACTING FONSEC, AFTER CHECKING WITH SIAD, RESPONDED 
THAT SOMALIS HAD OCCUPIED SETTLEMENT IN QUESTION FOR A LONG 
TIME AND HAD BEEN GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND DURING BILATERAL SUMMIT 
MEETING THAT EMPEROR WOULD NOT OBJECT TO THEIR MOVING BACK IN. 
AYALEW TOLD ACTING FONSEC THAT HE PERSONALLY SYMPATHIZED WITH 
THEIR POSITION AND WOULD RECOMMEND THAT ADDIS TAKE UNDERSTANDING 
ATTITUDE BUT THAT GSDR MUST REALIZE THAT SITUATION IN ADDIS IS 
DIFFERENT NOW THAN IT WAS SIX MONTHS AGO AND THAT THEY CANNOT 
NECESSARILY EXPECT AS FOREBEARING AN ATTITUDE AS IN PAST. 

4. AYAT.F.W TOLD ME HE WAS IN FACT RECOMMENDING THAT ADDIS "KEEP 
COOL" (INDEED HE HOPES TO GO HOME ON CONSULTATION AND LEAVE ON 
JULY 3) BUT HE DOES NOT RPT NOT KNOW HOW THEY WILL REACT. 

WHILE FONMIN VERY OPER MINDED, THERE ARE OTHERS HE OBVIOUSLY 
HAD MILITARY IN MIND - WHO ARE ADVOCATING TOUGHLINE. ADDIS IS 
FOCUSSING MUCH MORE ON DEVELOPMENTS IN SOMALIA THAN IT WAS 
SOME MONTHS AGO AND ETHIOPIAN CABINET RECENTLY MET TO DISCUSS 
SOMALI SITUATION FOR FIRST TIME IN LONG WHILE. 

5. ON MORE GENERAL SITATION, AYALEW OBSERVED THAT A NEW 
UNPLEASANT THEME HAS CREPT INTO SOMALI PROPAGANDA - THAT 
ETHIOPIA IS A "COLONIAL" POWER AND THAT COLONIALISM KNOWS NO 
COLOR. ALTHOUGH THIS IS COMBINED WITH CUSTOMARY WORDS ABOUT 
SOMALIA'S PEACEFUL INTENTIONS, IT REPRESENTS SOME ESCALATION 
OF PROPAGANDA WAR. HOWEVER, HE FEELS THERE WILL BE NO ATTACK 
FROM SOMALIA ON ETHIOPIA THIS YEAR IF ETHIOPIAN INTERNAL 
SITUATION DOES NOT RPT NOT COMPLETELY DISINTEGRATE. SOMALIA 
HAS MANY INTERNAL PROBLEMS AND SIAD'S OAU CHAIRMANSHIP CONSTI- 
TUTES SOME INHIBITION ON SOMALI MILITARY ACTION. HE NOTED THAT 
PRESIDENT SIAD WAS SPECULATING ABOUT WHAT GOOD OFFICES COMMITTEE 
MIGHT REPORT TO KAMPALA SUMMIT ONE YEAR HENCE - AYAT.F.W FEELS 
THIS IS GOOD SIGN FOR SOMALI INTENTIONS OVER COMING YEAR. 

5. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE AYALEW'S ASSESSMENT IS CONSISTENT WITH 
OURS AND OF COURSE IS INCONSISTENT WITH MORE ALARMIST VIEWS 
WHICH ETHIOPIANS HAVE GIVEN US IN ADDIS AND WASHINGTON. IF DEPART- 
MENT AGREES WITH THIS, WE THINK IT MIGHT BE WELL TO REITERATE 
THIS VIEW TO IEG TO BOLSTER AYALEW'S PRESENTATION DURING HIS 
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CONSULTATIONS. 

6. THIS BORDER INCIDENT COULD BE TROUBLESOME. WHILE LEGALITY 
IS ON ETHIOPIAN SIDE, IT IS DIFFICULT FOR SOMALIS TO GIVE UP 
THEIR DE FACTO OCCUPATION OF PERHAPS SEVERAL YEARS. NEVERTHE- 
LESS. SIAD'S POSITION AS OAU CHAIRMAN WILL TEND TO MAKE HIM ACT 
WITH MODERATION IN THIS KIND OF SMALL INCIDENT. ETHIOPIANS CAN 
PROBABLY GET SOMALIS OUT IF THEY USE COMBINATION OF FIRMNESS 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


AND TACT. 
KIRK 
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